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On another occasion Brunswick fell into the hands
of discontented artizans, who headed a revolt of
several towns against the League. A fulminating
decree was issued by the Hansa with the same
results as in the case of Bremen. Misery and
hunger in this case also proved persuasive, and at last,
after six years, this proscribed town was readmitted.
It had to send deputies to Lubeck, who craved pardon
in the most abject terms, and who had to accept the
most humiliating conditions. Besides questions of
internal management, the Brunswickers undertook to
build a votive chapel in the town in memory of their
bad behaviour, and to send pilgrims to Rome who
should crave the Papal pardon for the murders of
councillors committed by the rioters. Two burgo-
masters of Brunswick, and eight of the chief citizens
walked humbly in procession, bare-headed, bare-footed,
carrying candles in their hands from the church of
our Lady at Lubeck, to the town hall, where in the
great council chamber of the League, before an
enormous crowd, they had publicly upon their knees
to confess their repentance for what unruly passion
had caused them to do, and to implore their con-
federates to pardon them for the love of God, and the
honour of the Virgin Mary.

More and more did Llibeck come to take the lead-
ing place among the cities. Her laws ruled at the
Hansa diets. They were reckoned the wisest ever
framed by an autonomous community, and are still
quoted with respect. The right to use Liibeck law
was as eagerly craved by distant cities as the Greek
colonies craved the holy fire from native altars. No